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Happy Saint Patrick's Day! I hope 
everyone enjoyed a good beer and 
the wearing of the green. Our 
salute to our Sister City Dingle!

This month we have an important 
job before us; voting for our 
choices for the Board. We have an 
excellent slate to choose from so 
make sure you make your voice 
heard by going to the general 
meeting and voting. A fun evening 
is being planned by Jan Olivas. A 
White Elephant Sale where you 
will finally be able to get that 
special "thing" you hadn't been 
able to find.  We haven't done this 
for a while so you have had plenty 
of time to accumulate that unique 
item that someone will consider a 
treasure. Bring it and share in the 
fun.

Our nine students with Maria 
Elena Record as their chaperone 

will be enjoying beautiful Puerto 
Vallarta by the time you read this. 
They boarded the Santa Barbara 
Airbus on the 27th of March and 
will return on the 3rd of April. 
They were well chosen, excited to 
be going and I am sure will 
represent us well. We are very 
fortunate to have people like 
Maria Elena and our immediate 
past Chair, Rosanne Crawford, 
who put their hearts and hard 
work into making this valuable 
exchange happen. Thank you 
both, we are grateful for your 
excellent contribution to the 
organization.

Also related to our young, the 
Young Artist Showcase will be 
held on the 12th of April at the 
Business First Bank on Figueroa 
and State Streets. It is a lovely 
event where you can admire what 
our young artists can do and 
socialize as well. Helen has been 
busy working with our schools and 
Romie and Angie will be arranging 
our refreshments. Thank you 
three! We are also very grateful to 
Business First Bank who will, 
again, host us and provide a Bond 
for the winner.

I was very unhappy to have missed 
the last General Meeting and am 
counting on your generosity to 
excuse me. It couldn't be avoided. 
Thank you Angie and Jan for what 
I was told, was an excellent 
meeting. Those young musicians 
are a true treasure! 

Our best attended General 
Meeting of the year, our May 
installation of new officers and 
honoring of special members, is 
quickly approaching. Your Board, 
under Jan's guidance, has been 
planning a special treat for the 
occasion. We will be honoring Evie 
Treen for her lifelong 
achievements. Omar Arriola will 
come especially for the occasion 
and will be serenading his US 
Mom. I'm sure you will not want to 
miss it.

Barbara Ellis, President

DINNER MEETING

Date: Wednesday,April 7, 2010
Social hour: 6:00 p.m.
Dinner: 6:30 p.m. 
Cost: $22
Place: This meeting will again be 
held at Moby Dick's. The Menu 
includes sirloin steak, salmon and 
chicken breast.  Moby Dick's 
raised their prices from last month 
and we are charging you the exact 
cost. Part of the cost of a 
restaurant on the wharf is 
ambience and we will enjoy the 
beautiful harbor scenery for the 
April meeting. Meanwhile, I will 
continue to search for the best, 
most reasonable, most 
accommodating site available for 
future meetings. Please call Joe at 
684-4724 for reservations and 
don't forget your white elephant 
offering.

Call Joe Vazquez at 684-4724 
for reservations by Sunday, 
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March 4.  We prefer you make 
your reservations by e-mail to   
"baja.lot@verizon.net"  if at all 
possible.  PLEASE REMEMBER TO 
CALL IN NO LATER THAN 
SUNDAY…..OR AS SOON AS 
YOU RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER!!   
Reservations are called in on 
Monday afternoon.  PLEASE CALL 
TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS 
EARLY!
AND REMEMBER……A 
RESERVATION MADE…..IS A 
RESERVATION PAID!

White Elephant Sale at the 
April General Meeting

We are going to have a fabulous 
white elephant extravaganza with 
all kinds of great bounty including 
at least one original painting, 
mariachi CDs, books, purses, 
clothing, jewelry and even a 
wrapped mystery package.  You 
are invited to bring your treasures 
and offer them to the White 
Elephant. Your gift will be 
considered as a donation and all 
profits will go to our Student 
Exchange.  Please put your own 
suggested price on the item. 
Again, no used husbands will be 
accepted in this sale

WELLNESS 
A get well card was sent to 

Hal Oquist 

If you know of anyone who is ill, 
PLEASE let either a board member 
or DEE DEE LANE know!  No cards 
can be sent unless you let us know 
how our members are doing.  The 
phone numbers for your board 
members are included in every 
newsletter.  Dee Dee may be 
reached at 967-7596.  Thanks for 
our help!

NEXT BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, April 13, 2010, at 6:30 
p.m. - at former Re/Max Realty, 
1903 State St.  All members are 
welcome to attend.

BADGES

New members - Let me know when 
you are coming to the dinner 
meeting so I can be sure to have 
your badge.  Please either call me 
at 684-4724 to make arrangements 
to pick up your badges or come to 
our dinner meeting and see what a 
great time we have!  This is what 
Sister City’s all about.  People to 
people.

Alice Vazquez

Golf Tournament

 It is about one and a half months 
before our first golf fundraiser 
takes place and it seems we’re 
doing pretty good despite the lack 
of interest from our general 
membership. It’s a difficult job 
raising funds in the tough 
economic times but I think we are 
doing as well as could be 
expected. If anyone has a 
timeshare they’re not using and 
would like to donate its use as a 
fundraising gift, it could be very 
useful in our fundraiser. I would 
also like to take this time to 
remind anyone interested in 
playing in the tournament to fill 
out their entry form and send 
along with their entry fee.  If golf 

is not your game but would like to 
help, you could send a tax 
deductible donation. Golf events  
have in better economic times 
been a excellent fundraising tool 
for many organizations, but it 
does take a total commitment. 
Nothing is gained by non 
commitment.

Frank Bischof

UPCOMING CALENDAR

March 27- PV Exchange 
April 3 Students here

Apr 7 Dinner Meeting
Elections!

Apr 12 Student Artist 
Showcase
Business First Bank

Apr 13 Board Meeting

May 3 1st Annual SB/PV 
Golf Tournament  

May 5 Friendship Dinner –
Installation of New 
Board

May 11 Board Meeting

May 27-30 Mexico National 
Conference
Puerto Vallarta

May 28-31 I Madonnari – Guest 
artist from PV in 
attendance

June 6 USMSCA National 
BBQ
More details later….

Copper Canyon Trip

The Copper Canyon trip was 
cancelled due to bad press in 
that region of Mexico.

     
 Renewals

The following members have renewed and are continuing to have fun being part of this organization!

Dan Michel   Monica Falcon
Cheli Hidalgo     Bea Molina
Janet Baker   Alice Forbes
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Kay Casserly/George Byrne    John/Barbara Ahlman
Tim/Dee Dee Lane

And our newest members
Bob & Rose Reyes

REPORTS FROM THE THREE SANTA BARBARA COUNTY SHERIFF’S DETECTIVES WHO 
PARTICIPATED IN THE ANNUAL LAW ENFORCEMENT EXCHANGE PROGRAM IN PUERTO 

VALLARTA

0

This has been my third time that I have gone to Puerto Vallarta.  
Since my first time, I have noticed a tremendous improvement 
in their law enforcement operations.  Puerto Vallarta Police 
Department has increased their knowledge in law enforcement 
tactics and have been using technology to their advantage.  

Every time I go to Puerto Vallarta to teach our law enforcement 
counterparts, I still see their dedication and desire to learn.  
This year training was rigorous and intense as they (Puerto 
Vallarta Police Department)  have been experiencing a lot of 
confrontation with the well trained and armed cartels.  The 
training consisted of classroom, practical application and live 
fire shooting, simulated real life situations.

After our 7 day training, we received positive feedback from the 
students and a lot of the officers had never received the type of 
training that we provided.  This year we trained the local police, 
the state of police of Jalisco and Military as other surrounding 
law enforcement agencies.  

I want to thank my fellow Sheriff’s partners, Ray Gamboa and 
Brad Welch, who assisted me with the training.  I also want to 
thank Evi Treen, Sgt. Cintron and Sheriff Bill Brown for the 
opportunity to share in this enriching experience.  Thank you to 
Santa Barbara Sister Cities for supporting the Law Enforcement 
Exchange Program.  

detective Juan Camarena
santa barbara county sheriff
criminal investigation divisio
(805)681-4100

Although this was not my first time in Puerto Vallarta, this 
was my first trip with Sister Cities and my fellow Sheriff 
partners.  I was definitely excited, yet at the same time 
apprehensive and anxious. However, once we arrived and met 
with our Puerto Vallarta PD brothers, I immediately felt at ease.

Over the next (7) days we began an intense and rigorous 
training program with our students. The dedication and desire 
that I saw from them was unmatched in the U.S. We continued 
to not only teach them advanced techniques, but also impose 
stress onto them as it happens in real life situations.

The feedback we received from the students was all positive. I 
see that we are not only making a positive difference with the 
local PD, but also Jalisco State and the Military as well. And 
although we can only train them once a year, I see this program 
instilling discipline and desire to train more within their 
respective units.

I applaud my fellow Sheriff partners, Juan Camarena and Ray 
Gamboa for their tireless efforts. I also thank Evie Treen, Sgt. 
Ruben Cintron and Sheriff Bill Brown for the opportunity to 
share in this enriching experience. From the food, people, 
training and sights, I will never forget this trip. Thank you to 
Santa Barbara Sister Cities for supporting our Law Enforcement 
Exchange Program.

detective brad welch
santa barbara county sheriff
special investigations bureau
narcotics
(805)681-4100
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Detectives Ray Gamboa, Brad Welch and Juan Camarena arriving at PV airport

In November of 2009, I had the opportunity to 
participate in the Santa Barbara/Puerto Vallarta Law 
Enforcement Exchange.  This was my second 
consecutive year participating in the program by 
working as an instructor to our counterparts in 
Puerto Vallarta.

The exchange program is unlike any program in law 
enforcement.  I am truly appreciative to the Santa 
Barbara Sister Cities family that has allowed me to 
participate in a wonderful experience.  One of the 
best aspects for me is seeing the interaction 
between Puerto Vallarta officers with the public, 
their instructors and with one another. As 
instructors, we have the opportunity to speak with 
the officers, become friends, and learn a little of 
what they have to go through on a daily basis.

Puerto Vallarta officers face the same dangers that 
we face here in Santa Barbara.  In some aspects, 
they have more of a difficult time since the training 
provided by Santa Barbara Sister Cities is the only 
ongoing training that Puerto Vallarta officers 
participate in.  During the training, all of the 
students are attentive and willing to learn.  They 
truly appreciate the training they receive and 
understand the importance of it.  This year we really 
saw the professional atmosphere that was created 

by the Puerto Vallarta administration and the 
officers themselves.  This professionalism has 
allowed them to better serve their community as 
well as keep them safe. 

For the past two years, I have had the opportunity to 
speak with officers and they tell stories of being 
attacked by cartels and criminals.  I believe the 
training they receive by members of the Santa 
Barbara Sheriff’s Department is crucial in 
overcoming these attacks.  We, as members of the 
Santa Barbara Sheriff’s Department, also receive 
training while we are there.  We have the 
opportunity to teach others which always makes us 
better in that particular subject area.  One of the 
best parts of the training for us is getting to know 
the Puerto Vallarta officers and having a cultural 
understanding of where they come from and what 
they deal with on a daily basis.  After two years of 
attending Puerto Vallarta, I have learned that 
officers from Puerto Vallarta are some of the most 
caring, dedicated, and professional law enforcement 
officers that I have met.

I would like to thank the Santa Barbara Sister Cities 
members for supporting the Law Enforcement 
Exchange Program.  Without your help, this program 
would not exist.  I would also like to thank Sheriff 
Bill Brown, Sergeant Ruben Cintron, Evie Treen, and 
Detectives Brad Welch and Juan Camarena.  All of 
your efforts have made this program a positive 
experience for everyone to enjoy.

Respectfully,

Ray Gamboa
Detective, Criminal Investigations Division
Santa Barbara Sheriff’s Department
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Dan Sturt with Jovane, editor of PV VIP Magazine

Greetings from Dan

Dan Sturt is sending greetings to all his Sister City 
Friends. He is recovering from some medical 
problems and temporarily living in Pasadena. He is 
hopeful that he will someday be able to return to 
Santa Barbara. He receives the Las Noticias and 
follows what we are doing. He remains vitally 

interested in our Sister City projects and in the sister 
cities movement of peace through citizen diplomacy.
He recently forwarded a most generous donation to 
our Board of Directors for major projects. In past 
years many young people with economic needs have 
gone to Puerto Vallarta on scholarship due to Dan’s 
generosity. We are very grateful to him for his 
kindness and involvement in our organization.

If you would like to drop Dan a line, please send 
cards and letters to:

Dan Sturt
2956 E. Del Mar Blvd.
Pasadena, CA 91107

Or give him a call at 626 7449879

Thanks so much, Dan. You are the greatest.

Jan Olivas

Statements from candidates running for the board of Directors

Jan Olivas
I have been on the Board of Directors 
forever. I love the Sister Cities work and 
I spend a lot of my time working on or 
dreaming up projects that we can do 
together to promote our ideals and goals. 

I don’t need to be on the board to do this 
work. I would do it as a general member. 
If there is a new person running for a seat 
who has never had the opportunity to 
work on the board, I ask that you give 
them the vote you would have given me 
knowing that I won’t stop my dedication 
and that we need some new folks to liven 
things up. If there are no new candidates, 
thanks for your vote. I will work as hard 
as I can. Let us know what you are 
thinking and what you want us to pursue.
Jan Olivas

    Alice Vazquez

My name is Alice Vazquez and I’ve 
been asked to write something 
about myself as to why I am seeking 
re-election to the Board.  
Now....that’s a very interesting and 
provocative question!  Just why 
would I want to sit on a Board that 
occupies so much of one’s time, 
where you work long hours (without 
pay!), and then get to enjoy the 
company of so many wonderful 
people not only here in Santa 
Barbara but in Puerto Vallarta as 
well.  And don’t forget housing them 
during their visit to us. Now those 
are perks I can deal with!  But 
seriously, I thoroughly enjoy being 
on the Board.  The support that you 
provide to all of our projects is very 
inspiring and motivating.  I hope you 
will allow me to continue enjoying all 
these perks!!  Thank you.
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  Rosanne Crawford
Rather than choose a picture of myself, the picture below 
reflects my family’s commitment to our Santa Barbara Sister 
Cities.
It is hard to believe I have been an active Board member for 6 
years.
As most of you know I wanted to serve on our Board because 
of my daughter’s early experience in the student exchange.  
Vanessa, who graduates from UCLA this June, has benefited 
directly from her experience as an exchange student and was 
also awarded leadership scholarships from U.S. Mexico Sister 
Cities and So. Cal. Sister Cities.
Harold prints our monthly Las Noticias newsletter.

 
The past 4 years I have directed the Student Exchange, doing 
everything from the recruitin of students to chaperoning. I have 
put in countless hours of work planning and volunteering, 
running the students’ pizza booth at Cinco de Mayo 
fundraising, setting up dinners and translating.
This past year I was the chair for the El Fandango Dinner 
Dance.
I feel we are at a time when strong leadership is important for 
the vitality of our group. We need to keep all our exchange 
programs strong by having active board members who are 

committed to our mission statement.
I hope I am re-elected and will have the opportunity to continue 
serving on our Board of Directors.
Thank you for your vote,
Rosanne Crawford

Barbara Najera

 My name is Barbara Najera.  I have been married to 
Art Najera for almost 52 years.  We have 5 children 
and 11 grandchildren.  We have lived in Santa 
Barbara for 43 years.  We have been involved in the 
community most of this time in some way.  I have 
been involved mainly in San Roque School  and 
Bishop High School (which are the schools that our 
children attended).  I have been and am still active in 
our church groups and am in the process now of 
starting a Grandparents Club at Notre Dame Grade 
School, where our grandchildren attend school.  We 
are fairly new to The Sister Cities, but I am a 
believer that if I belong to a group, I have an 
obligation to participate  in the group and not just 
take from it.  I was extremely  impressed when we 
were in Puerta Vallarta with the works that this 
group has done.  The social activities that Sister 
Cities have are a lot of fun, and it has been a 
pleasure to meet so many really nice people, but 
more importantly is the work that has been done, 
and is being done to help others; and I would really 
like to be more involved in helping in these projects.

MARIA ELENA RECORD

My name is Maria Elena Record. I was born in Sonora, Mexico but I was raised in San Diego, California. I consider myself a woman 
of two countries. I love Mexico and am proud of my roots, heritage and our wonderful people. My maternal grandfather was from 
Santander, Spain so I was raised eating Paella and other dishes for he was an excellent cook. I had to wake up very early in order to 
enjoy his culinary skill, great stories and his company. It was when I came to the United States that we ate Mexican food from other 
Mexican states. My mother does make the best tortillas de harina and famous soups Sonora is known for. I love the United States for 
it is the country where I grew up, I truly love and I am proud of being an American citizen. I find that I sometimes I appreciate what 
this country has to offer and what it stands for more than most citizens who were born here. Having the best of both worlds is truly a 
blessing. I believe in our system though like everything else it is not perfect but WE can make it better if we work together. 
I worked for the County of Santa Barbara. I am proud to say that I worked with wonderful dedicated people who truly believe in 
helping and know the meaning "justice for all". My duties were to handle the most delicate, confidential, political, sensitive and 
demanding clients. Besides other duties I was in charge of Santa Barbara office Juvenile Caseload which are also very sensitive, dealt 
with the parents, probation officers, attorneys etc. I often had the opportunity to speak to our young people about the domino effect of 
their actions and the unfortunate consequences. My true reward was the letters of appreciation to the District Attorney advising how 
dedicated I was to the program and did what was in my power to go over & above my duty.
My husband died unexpectedly two years ago. That changed my life drastically. Many changes not only in my personal life but also 
in my career. Changes that I did not agree with, like the caliber of public service was no longer what I was used to providing, people 
are people they are not just a statistic nor a number, I refuse to treat them as such. Much to my deceased husband’s contrary belief and 
advice that I was way too young to retire, thus the benefits would not be as rewarding...I made an appraisal of the cons and pros, 
standing up for what I believe, my health, and being at a point of my life where I can do what I love to do which is enjoy life, travel, 
helping my community, enjoy my house, in short helped me make my decision to retire.
On many occasions while my husband was alive I expressed that when I retired I wanted to join an organization that was fun and 
helped Santa Barbara, told him I would like to know more about Santa Barbara/Puerto Vallarta Sister City, but really did not know 
much about the organization. A year ago,  I mentioned my interest to a friend and she told me she knew the right person to contact. I 
was invited to a dinner and discoved I knew quite a few people from the community. Upon joining I jumped in and helped with the 
student exchange picnic and the adult visitation over the summer.  Presently I am honored to be the chaperone for the Student 
exchange program.  I hope to  make a positive difference in the life of these wonderful young adults. 
Thank you for your vote  
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Santa Barbara Puerto Vallarta Sister Cities Committee
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Proudly 
Presents a Lifetime Achievement Award

To
Ms. Evie Treen
At our annual 

Friendship Meeting
Timbers Restaurant

May 5, 2010
6 PM

Barbecued Tri-tip & Chicken
Cheese Enchiladas

Beans & Rice
Salad

Rolls & Coffee
$20

A selection of wine will be available for $5 per glass
Beer $4

Evie will be royally roasted by a panel of prominent jokesters
Omar Arreola will serenade

Danielle Zermeno/2009 Spirit of Fiesta will dance
The 2010 Board of Directors will be installed

This promises to be one of the most special evenings of the year
Friends, Family& Interested Community Members 

Welcome

RSVP: 684-4724
“a reservation made is a reservation paid” 

Pictures from March dinner meeting at Moby Dick’s Restaurant
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Young Mariachis played for us

The Bischofs & Blancos

Josie 
Schreier

Carlos Velasco

Angie in charge

Tom and Fred celebrate 
winning the raffles
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