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A new year, a fresh start and lots of hope 
for our organization.  We have a 
dedicated Board, an enthusiastic 
membership and many projects that are 
productive and energizing. Our goals for 
this year are to continue with the 
wonderful, successful projects we have 
going and to try some new things; to 
draw into our organization new and 
younger members who can give our 
group continuity.
We can be proud of the many programs 
that have stood the test of time and 
continue to thrive - such as the 
Rehabilitation Clinic and the Student 
Exchange; programs that are more recent 
but have flourished within the last four or 
five years, such as the Police Academy 
and the I Madonnari. We have had 
projects that are successful but not 
ongoing, such as Art Exchanges. We 
support many at home programs such as 
our local merchants with Cinco de Mayo 
and several youth programs.
 If we wish our ideas and the hard work 
that has formed us to continue, we all 
need to focus on a couple of 



Call Joe Vazquez at 684-4724 
for reservations by Sunday, 
January 31.  We prefer you make 
your reservations by e-mail to   
"baja.lot@verizon.net"  if at all 
possible.  PLEASE REMEMBER TO 
CALL IN NO LATER THAN 
SUNDAYÉ..OR AS SOON AS 
YOU RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER!!   
Reservations are called in on 
Monday afternoon.  PLEASE CALL 
TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS 
EARLY!

AND REMEMBERÉÉA 
RESERVATION MADEÉ..IS A 
RESERVATION PAID!

February Dinner Speaker

We have a real treat in store for 
our February 3rd General Meeting. 
We have tried for a year to have 
Eric Lohela come speak to our 
group. Eric is a home grown 
expert who has worked in 
Environmental Policy since 2001 
including his current role as 
Environmental Specialist at the 
City of Santa Barbara. He also 
consults with non-profits and 
companies on policy and practice 
in energy, waste, technology, and 
systems design. He has a 
Philosophy degree in ethics and 

public policy from UCSB. Eric gives 
talks on climate change, recycling, 
energy and food. He is very 
personable and entertaining.  In 
his biography, he notes that the 
Santa Barbara community is a rich 
and diverse blend of 
environmental and social culture, 
nestled on the Gaviota Coast and 
considered one of the 15 most 
biologically important places in 
the world by the United Nations. 
Eric is on the Board of Art from 
Scrap and President of the 
Sustainability Project.
 
Please join us on February 3rd at 
6:00 at MaxÕs Restaurant.

 NEXT BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, Feb 9, 2010, at 6:30 p.m. 
- Re/Max Realty, 1903 State St.  All 
members are welcome to attend.

WELLNESS 
Our members seem to be suffering 
from all sorts of ailments but our 
trusty Wellness Lady, Dee Dee 
Lane, takes care of sending our 
best wishes to all of them.

 Get Well Cards were sent to: 
Dolly Vaughan

Marti Correa de Garcia
Dan Michael
Barbara Ellis  
DeeDee Lane

If you know of anyone who is ill, 
PLEASE let either a board member 
or DEE DEE LANE know!  No cards 
can be sent unless you let us know 
how our members are doing.  The 
phone numbers for your board 
members are included in every 
newsletter.  Dee Dee may be 
reached at 967-7596.  Thanks for 
our help!

BADGES

New members - Let me know when 
you are coming to the dinner 
meeting so I can be sure to have 
your badge.  Please either call me 
at 684-4724 to make arrangements 
to pick up your badges or come to 
our dinner meeting and see what a 
great time we have!  This is what 
Sister CityÕs all about.  People to 
people.

Alice Vazquez

UPCOMING CALENDAR

Jan 21-24 USMSCA National 
Conference
Cathedral City Ð 
those in attendance
are having an 
enjoyable and 
productive time.

Feb 3 Dinner Meeting

Feb 9 Board Meeting

March 27- PV Exchange 
April 3 Students

here

Apr 7 Dinner Meeting
Elections!

May 3 Golf Tournament

Renewals
The following members have 
renewed and are continuing to have 
fun being part of this organization!

Elvia Rivero

And our newest memberÉ

Carlos Velasco

  

SB/PV members in attendance at the Belfast, Northern Ireland 
International Conference last August.

Top row L. to R. Kevin and Rose O’dea, Takako Wakita, 
Ismael Perez
Bottom row Marti and Gil Garcia
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Maria Herrera and Christopher Alvarado

                  Santa Barbara Youth Mariachi tamale fundraiser
The wonderful youth group that performed recently at a general dinner meeting  has once again expressed their thanks for the 
$1000.00 donation that was announced to the group the night of the dinner they performed for us.  At a recent board of directors 
meeting we voted to match the $1000.00 donation with another $1000.00 donation. Over the holidays this group had a fundraiser to 
raise money for their group.
 The SBYM has been invited to perform this May in New York City for a 50th year celebration for the Lincoln Center on May 29, 
2010. Thank you those in our group who bought the delicious tamales in support of their fundraiser.
Our member Monica Falcon donated hours to the group helping prepare the tamales.
  As you can imagine, this is a once in a lifetime opportunity for any performer. The children and parents are very excited about the 
possibility of making this trip a reality. They are working closely with the organizer of the event, who has prepared a package deal for 
the travelers which will include travel, hotel accommodations, a workshop with world-known musical directors, and even a Broadway 
show during their stay!  Although the package is truly a “steal” by most people’s standards, it is still a financial hardship for some of 
the parents.  For this reason, the parents discussed fundraising options and their Tamale Fundraiser in December was the first effort to 
raise money for this specific project.
Fortunately, most parents were on board and participated in one way or another, most of them were able to join for the actual event, 
others were not able to, but met their sales goal of 10 dozen orders, minimum that was requested.  All in all, they made and sold over 
3,000 tamales!  The net profits were approximately $3,000.00 (after all expenses).  The SBYM Board of Directors were so pleased 
with the group’s efforts, that they unanimously voted in their December meeting to match this amount! 
There were two students who were amazingly helpful the entire day of the Tamale day.  They are Maria Herrera and Christopher 
Alvarado  – see photo attached.  They worked just as hard as any adult and actually were the “clean-up crew” at the end of a very long 
day.    Between the parents,  Rosa Alvarado, Monica Falcon, Josie Mendoza of Peabody Charter School (who is a big supporter of 
the group), Angie Shaw (one of the SBYM Board of Directors) as well as on our board for SB/PV Sister Cities, and a couple who 
were grandparents of one of the kids and worked hard.  All had a really great time, despite the hard work.
The cost for the trip per student is approximately $1,100.00.  Assuming all 18 of the members of the group go, the total expense will 
be close to $20,000.00. Should you like to help by making a private donation please contact Rosa Alvarado at rosaelva@aol.com
Rosanne Crawford

2010 Board of Directors

Barbara Ellis, President.................898-0245          Frank Bischof, DirectorÉÉÉ....967-7671
John Ahlman, 1st Vice Pres..........896-2166           Romie Alvarado, DirectorÉÉ.....963-7549
Rosanne Crawford, 2nd V P.........569-0985           Angie Shaw, Director..ÉÉ....... .569-9984
Marti Garcia, Treasurer.................965-8561           Marcia Nielsen, Director. .. ........  967-3146
Helen Caldwell, Corres. Secy...    569-3395           Miguel Avila............................... ..896-0581
Jan Olivas, DirectorÉÉÉ.ÉÉ....687-4412  
Alice Vazquez, Recording Secy...684-4724            Craig Nielsen, Ex-Officio.....É   ...967-3146
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Clinica De Rehabilitacion Vallarta Santa Barbara A.C
SPONSORSHIP OF PATIENTS

We hope that you will recall our article about the Rehabilitation Clinic in Puerto Vallarta in the January Las 
Noticias.  We tried to give you an overview of this on-going sister city project.

As promised, we are highlighting two more recipients of your generosity. 

Torres Almaraz Jose Antonio
Age: 2 Years Old
Diagnosis: Brachial Plexus Lesion
Program Member Since: February 6, 2007
Treatment Schedule: Twice a week

Tonito is from a family of 6 people.  His father is a 
construction laborer and his wage is the primary 
source of family income.

 

Fregoso Virgen Jessica Yadira
Age:  11 Years Old
Diagnosis:  Paralisis Cerebral Infantil, Atetocico 
Cuadriparesia
Program Member Since:  July 14, 2008
Treatment Schedule:  Twice a week

JessicaÕs family is low income.  Her mother is the 
main source of support for Jessica and her younger 
sister.  They receive assistance from DIF with 
monthly payments and transportation to the therapy 
sessions.

If you have any questions regarding the sponsorship of any of these patients or just want to know more about 
the Clinica de Rehabilitacion in Puerto Vallarta, please feel free to contact Marti Correa de Garcia or Gil Garcia 
(805) 689-2588.

SANTA BARBARA/PUERTO VALLARTA 
SISTER CITY COMMITTEE

COPPER CANYON ADVENTURE

Due to popular request, we are planning another trip 
with tentative dates scheduled for May 14 Ð May 21, 
2010.  This time we will be starting our trip from 
Chihuahua and traveling west.   We are still working 
on the schedule and prices but if you are interested 
in signing up or have any questions please e-mail 
Marti Correa de Garcia at marti@gilgarcia-aia.com 
or call her at (805) 680-2163.

In August/September of 2007, twenty-six (26) Santa 
Barbara/Puerto Vallarta Sister City members enjoyed 
a fabulous tour to the famous Copper Canyon in 

Mexico (located in the states of Sinaloa and 
Chihuahua); we started from Los Mochis, Sinaloa and 
traveled east. Our eight-day tour included a train 
ride on the Chepe Copper Canyon train.    This was 
an adventure enjoyed by all.

 Do not miss this exciting tour, sponsored by your 
sister city organization.

All details, plus cost will be published in the March 
Las Noticias. 

Golf Tournament

 Our 1st annual golf event is just over three months away, so I hope you will take a look at our event flyer sent 
with the Las Noticias. If you would like to play in this event please fill out the entrance form following mailing 
and payment instructions and return as soon as possible. If you can't play and would like to help out with a gift 
to raffle or a cash donation that's affordable to you, it would be greatly appreciated. Please help us make this 
event a success.

4



 HE WILL BE MISSED

Irma and Ralph Hernandez
Ralph Hernandez, also known as Babe.  A friend to all - my best friend for over 75 years.  He was the owner 
of Hernandez Corp. for 60 years.  Well liked in the concrete business.  He lived in Laguna Beach with his wife 
of 56 years.  Ralph & Irma had 6 children.  They were both very active in  Sister City Bar B Ques. They attended 
just about all of the conferences.

Submitted by Ralph Mundia

Pictures of visitation to Puerto Vallarta

               
Andres Famania                    Elvia with Juan                          I Madonari T shirt

Happy Hour at Hotel Playa Los Arcos
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                            Beach in front of hotel Iguana on roof

      
Hotel Playa Los Arcos Street scene

     II Madonari    

Tequila factory
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Mary and Blas enjoying the Malecon                Dave and Jane at Freddy’s Tucan

      
Colorful paper flowers One of many dinners in Puerto Vallarta

      
Procession through city streets                             Young girl learning to walk at ReHab Clinic
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1st Annual Cinco de Mayo Charity Golf Fundraiser 
To benefit local at risk youth programs  

 

Presented by Santa Barbara/Puerto Vallarta Sister City Committee 
Monday May 3, 2010 at Glen Annie Golf Club, 10:00 Check-in 

 • Putting Contest • Noon Shotgun/ Scramble 4 Man Best Ball • Dinner & Awards to 
follow 
$150 per player (includes green fees, cart and dinner)         Mulligans sold at Check-in, $10 

Prizes:   

• Prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Place Teams  • Closest to Pin 
• Hole-In-One, By Toyota Of Santa Barbara • Longest Putt 
• Longest Drive (Men/Women) • Goodie Bags and Door Prizes 
 
Sponsorship available:   

$5,000 Double Eagle Sponsor 
• Golf Foursome 
• Four Dinners 
• Full page advertisement in program 
• Tee-Sign Banner Privileges 
• Recognition in printed materials 
 
$3,000 Eagle Sponsor 
• Golf Threesome 
• Three Dinners 
• Half page advertisement in program 
• Tee-Sign Banner Privileges 
• Recognition in printed materials 

$1,000 Birdie Sponsor 
• Golf Twosome 
• Two dinners 
• Quarter page advertisement in program 
• Tee-Sign Banner Privileges 
• Recognition in printed materials 

$ 500 Par Sponsor 
• Single Golfer 
• One Dinner 
• Tee-Sign  
• Recognition in printed materials 
     

                                               
Cart path signs available for purchase for $250.00 each.  
Driving range sponsorship $200.00 
Additional dinner tickets available for purchase for $22.00 each. 
 
Questions? 
For additional details, please contact Frank Bischof at 452-0677 or send an email to 
fbbischof@aol.com or Judy Blanco at 967-6432 or by email to blanco40@cox.net. 

 
To register, please see the Registration Form on the next page. 
 

SB/PV Sister City is a non-profit charity organization. Contributions are tax deductible. Tax ID # 23-7398069 
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Registration Form, or @ sbpvsistercity.org 
All forms must be returned with payment by 4/19/2010 
 
Single or Team Contact_________________________________________________________             
    First Name                                                        Last Name 

 ____________________________________________________________________________               
Company Name (if applicable) 

_____________________________________________________________________________                
Address 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________               
City       State     Zip 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________               
Phone number    email     website 

 ☐ I would like to support the SB/PV Sister City by sponsorship at the level indicated below: 

 ☐ $5,000 DOUBLE EAGLE SPONSOR                 ☐ $1000 BIRDIE SPONSOR 

 ☐ $3,000 EAGLE SPONSOR                                  ☐ $500 PAR SPONSOR 

To enter your team, please complete this section: 
Team Name:___________________________________________________________________                
 
Player #1 _____________________________________________     Handicap______________    
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________               
Address       City     State         Zip  

Player #2______________________________________________     Handicap______________    
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________               
Address       City     State          Zip 

Player #3_______________________________________________    Handicap_____________    
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________               
Address       City     State          Zip 

Player #4 _______________________________________________     Handicap ____________   
 
______________________________________________________________________________                
Address       City     State         Zip 
Proper attire required:  Collared shirts required, no denim 
Instructions: 
1. Complete Registration Form and select payment method: 

 ☐ Visa/Master Card   (circle one)                                                                      

Name___________________________________   Acct. #________________________exp_________.   
 ☐ Check made payable to:  SB/PV Sister City/Golf  

2. Mail completed form with payment to: Frank Bischof, SP/PV Sister City Golf Tournament, 5031 Rhoads 
    Ave, Santa Barbara, CA 93111 
3.   Sponsors:  Please email a high resolution, color electronic art file of your company logo to        
      fbbischof@aol.com. 
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